
Antony: 1

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;
I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. 2
The evil that men do lives after them;
The good is oft interred with their bones;
So let it be with Caesar. The noble Brutus
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious:
If it were so, it was a grievous fault, 3
And grievously hath Caesar answer'd it.
Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest--
For Brutus is an honorable man; 4
So are they all, all honorable men--
Come I to speak in Caesar's funeral.
He was my friend faithful and just to me:
But Brutus says he was ambitious;
And Brutus is an honorable man.
He hath brought many captives home to Rome
Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill:
Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 5
When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept:
Ambition should be made of sterner stuff:
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;
And Brutus is an honorable man.
You all did see that on the Lupercal
I thrice presented him a kingly crown,
Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition?
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;
And, sure, he is an honorable man.
I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke,
But here I am to speak what I do know.
You all did love him once, not without cause:
What cause withholds you then, to mourn for him?
O judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts,
6
And men have lost their reason. Bear with me;
My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar,
And I must pause till it come back to me. 

Diction Analysis

2. 
Verbal irony is when 
the opposite of what is 
said is meant. Here 
Shakespeare uses this 
type of irony to 
emphasize Antony’s 
true intention: to praise 
Caesar and to 
denigrate Brutus. Since 
he cannot say what he 
wants (per his promise 
to Brutus), he uses this 
technique to get his 
meaning across 
subtlely.

1.
Blank verse is 
unrhymed, iambic 
pentameter. 
Shakespeare uses this 
technique to contrast 
the simplistic, plain 
style of Brutus’ speech 
with Antony ‘s poetic 
eloquence. This further 
contrasts the two 
characters’ speaking 
abilities with Antony 
being the better orator.

3.
Logical argument is 
the use of reason 
when debating or 
speaking 
persuasively. Antony 
here notes how 
Brutus has not 
adequately proved 
Caesar’s ambition, 
which means Brutus’ 
reasons for murder 
are not honorable as 
Brutus claims.

4.
Repetition is the 
repeated use of a word or 
phrase for effect. Here, 
the technique is used to 
cause the word 
“honorable” to lose its 
meaning rather than to 
emphasize its meaning. 
The use of “honorable 
five times helps the 
verbal irony become 
more obvious to the 
commoners (and the 
audience).5. 

A rhetorical question 
is used when an 
answer is self-evident, 
and the speaker wishes 
the listener to think of a 
specific position. The 
question used by 
Antony here is to make 
the commoners think 
Caesar’s actions were 
not ambitious; they 
actually think to 
themselves that Caesar 
is not ambitious, which 
again disproves Brutus’ 
contention.

6.
Apostrophe is when a 
character digresses to 
speak to a person not 
present or a personified 
object or idea. Antony at 
this point speaks to 
“judgment” as if it was 
alive to emphasize his 
feelings for Caesar as 
well as his desire to have 
the commoners think 
about how Caesar was 
wronged (in a sense, 
using their judgment).
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